
1 
 

A COMPENDIUM OF SOCIAL STUDIES’ INFLUENCE ON 
SOCIETY: A REVIEW 

 
Akpore Ben Umudi 

 
 
Abstract 

This paper presents a compendium of the influence of Social Studies on 
society. It provides a review of the impacts of Social Studies education in 
Nigeria. It stresses that Social Studies is the education that distinctively 
addresses societal issues affecting various strata of the society.  The 
question that guides the study is: Does Social Studies education have any 
relevance to the Nigeria society? It seeks to determine whether Social 
Studies can be used to solve societal problems.  From its content Social 
Studies education is capable of addressing the various identified socio-
economic and political issues of the Nigerian society. Social Studies is 
concerned with man and his existence in a larger social grouping laden with 
dominant cultural heritage. Social Studies paradigms are useful instruments 
in dealing with family concerns, skill acquisition, awareness of one’s ever 
changing environment, national integration, development and economic 
growth.  Therefore the public should see Social Studies as a career choice.  

 
 

Although Social Studies education is contained in school curriculum as one of the courses of 
studies in all levels of studies in Nigeria, its influence on society remains questionable. It is being 
treated in comparison with other traditional subjects in the social sciences, humanities and natural 
sciences. 
 It is against this background this review will attempt to present some aspects of Social Studies 
influence on society. This is because; the relevance of any course of study especially from the post-
primary education should have a reflection on the society. Ideally, every discipline that learners are 
exposed to in the course of teaching and learning is aimed at addressing various aspects of societal 
ills. Some of which include; the family, health, politics, socio-economic, national integration, 
environmental change; power generation, unemployment, etc. To what extent Social Studies 
education will favorably compete with other school subjects will depend to a large extent on its 
acceptance in society to meet societal needs. Therefore, the question this paper attempts to answer is: 
Does Social Studies educations have any relevance to the Nigerian society? 
 
Conceptual Framework 
 Societies, whether advanced or developing have some basic characteristics. Nigeria in 
particular is characterized as a pluralistic society, with diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds. The 
Wikipedia (2012) described society as; 

A group of people related to each other through persistent relations, or a 
large social grouping sharing the same geographical or virtual territory, 
subject to the same political authority and dominant cultural expectations. 
Human societies are characterized by patterns of relationships between 
individuals who share a distinctive culture and institutions; a given society 
may be described as the sum total of such relationships among its 
constituent members.  

    
This definition places Nigeria as a society, because Nigeria fits into the description painted 

there. For instance, Nigeria is of large social grouping, it shares the same geographical territory; it is 
subjected to a common political authority- the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and laden with dominant 
cultural heritage. 
 Similarly, the Random House Webster College Dictionary, (2011) puts the meaning of 
society as “a highly structured system of human organization for large scale community living that 
normally furnishes protection, continuity, security and a national identity for its members” The 
concept of society outlined here, presupposes that the need for human society to be organized in order 
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to coexist among constituently groupings. It places emphasis on some ideals of society such as the 
protection of citizens, the continuum of the group and national integration. There is no human being 
that can stay away from society issues that surrounds us every day. These issues manifest in various 
ways, hence it is believed that education can be used to tackle any identified problem in a society. 
 
The Influence of Social Studies Education in Society 
 Social Studies education is the type of education in which the content and curriculum are 
designed to address perennial problems of society. Thus, a compendium of social studies in this 
review exercise may to some extent determine its influence on the Nigeria society. This is because the 
introduction of Social Studies into Nigerian school cannot be a mere addition to school subjects. 
  Introduction of Social Studies into Nigeria’s educational system was a welcome development 
especially as it became a course of study in the curriculum of secondary schools towards the end of 
the civil war. The idea behind the acceptance of the discipline is not unconnected with the 
contributive role it has to play in the socio-economic and political development of the nation.  It is 
against this background, that this section of the paper will attempt to examine the implication of social 
studies education in Nigeria.  Some authorities in the subject area believe that the subject has it unique 
significance to national growth and development.  They trace this to the impact teaching and learning 
of social studies has on the society. 
 Jimoh (2010) identified one of such impacts with the family.  He believes that the contents of 
social studies will be needed in the interpretation of vital issues relating to the family.  The role of 
social studies fulfilling this objective was expressed in the work of Adetoro (2000).  He contended 
that the far reaching range of knowledge of the subject employed in solving problems at any place 
where people are living, including the family setting among communities shows the contributing 
effect of the discipline in the Nigerian society. 
 Again, Obede (2004) has revealed that Social Studies education has a goal oriented and 
innovative education. This implies that the subject can provide social, political and economic 
orientation to learners, thereby enhancing their innovative capacity.  Life success depends on new idea 
to cope with one situation and to adapt to changing environment.  This awareness is created through 
the medium of social studies teaching. 
 
Social Studies and Good Citizenship 
 Furthermore, the emphasis of the theoretical framework and ideology of the secondary school 
curriculum shows that Social Studies and citizenship education are paramount in the quest for 
achieving the goal of enabling pupils to acquire knowledge and skill.  This is because, Social Studies 
is concerned with study of the human being.  Hence, Jarolimek and Walsh (1977) observed that Social 
Studies is concerned with man in relation with his people, how and where they live, how they form 
structures and societies.  Thus, the implication arising from this type of education is aimed at 
preparing members of society to be responsible citizens, who can consciously participate in the 
decision-making process that affects their destinies.  Oganwu (2000) holds the same opinion, noting 
that; social studies prepares “the individual in the state to receive the positive development of ideas, 
beliefs, habits and attitudes cherished by society to enable them live as useful and effective members 
of the same society”.  This goes to mean that human –capital development is one of the functions of 
social studies teaching and learning in schools. 
 Significantly, the inspiration drawn from the fundamental objectives of social studies teaching 
in schools provides the basis for the understanding of its implication in Nigeria.  Preceding the 
objectives according to Akinlaye (2003) is the purpose of social studies which includes: 

1. Inculcating national consciousness and aspiration towards national cohesion, unity and 
progress. 

2. Making learners become good citizens capable of and willing to contribute to the 
development of society. 

3. Inculcating the right types of attitude, skill and values in the learners. 
4. Making learners acquire basic knowledge, feeling and skill as essential pre-requisite to 

personal development as well as to a positive contribution to the better quality of life of man 
in the society. 
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5. Developing in the learner’s intellectual capacity and ability, self-confidence, self-expression, 
self-realization, initiative, reflective thinking, resourcefulness for the social-political order. 
From the foregoing, these aspirations of social studies confirm the fact that its concerns are on 

citizenship process, with full emphasis on the development of those rational habits of mind and 
humane attitude that should enable individual learner make informed decisions about social and 
personal matters.  This contribution of the subject matter cannot be under-estimated, because the 
continuum of society is based on the level of social interaction ongoing among members of a given 
society.  For any positive interaction to take place, there must be meaningful co-existence depended 
on rational habit of mind and humane attitude of individuals. 
 
Social Studies Awareness for Integrated National Development 

This is further connected with the general objectives of Social Studies teaching which places 
emphasis on creating awareness and an understanding of our evolving social and physical 
environment as a whole in its natural, man-made, cultural, and spiritual resources together with 
rational use and conservation of these resources for national development. 

According to Ossai (2010), it is one of the objectives of social studies to foster patriotism in 
Nigeria.  She reasoned that development is contingent upon patriotism, since it entails the love for 
one’s country.  She, in addition describes patriotism this way that: 

This kind of love for one’ country does not just come about; it is 
planted. The cultivation of the attitude of Patriotism involves a 
gradual process of character molding.  This implies that patriotism is 
not attained instantly, p. 75-76. 

 
The process of attaining the spirit of patriotism demands exposure of the young ones to school 

curricula that support its concept.  The general notion about social studies as a school subject is laden 
in its content to be able to provide the lead way in furnishing the young learner with the ideology of 
patriotism. 

Moreso, Osakwe (2010) gives credit to the dominant role Social Studies plays in Nigeria.  He 
envisaged how in the near future social studies will provide the leverage for integrated national 
development in Nigeria.  Olatunde (2006) cited in Utulu (2010) put it succinctly that, social studies 
was introduced into the Nigerian school system decades ago, with the goal of breaking down regional, 
ethnic and religious allegiances, in order to promote national unity.  This collaborates with the 
meaning of national integration advanced in Kochor (2002) which implies doing away with inter-state 
prejudices based on linguistic and cultural differences. 

Other studies have equally attested to the role of social studies in national integration, arguing 
that it cannot be overemphasized.  This is because, in the opinion of Agbure (2010), social studies is 
taught with the view of enhancing national integration in Nigeria, a point Obiajulu and Obi (2003) 
have stressed, stating that since social studies deals with the concept of culture, being the totality of 
the life of the people, it could be exploited for national development. In this way, social studies has 
impacted and will continue to make a meaningful contribution  to the Nigerian society and thus its 
teaching should be encouraged at all levels of schooling in Nigeria. 
 
Conclusion 
 There is no doubt that, social studies as a school subject is seen as a medium for solving the 
perennial issues besetting the Nigerian society. Its paradigm is identified as useful in dealing with 
family concerns, skill acquisition, and awareness of one’s ever changing environment, national 
integration, development and economic growth. 
 
Recommendations 
Arising from the conclusion drawn in this paper, the following are recommended: 

1. The teaching of Social Studies should be encouraged by all stakeholders in the education 
sector. This will endear the subject to candidates who may choose it at the tertiary 
institution as a course of study. 

2. Social Studies Education Association (SSEA) should promote the discipline to make it an 
enviable discipline with career potentiality in the Nigerian economy. 
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